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1.1  What  is  BulkPDF  and  how  does  it  work?

found  column  names  can  then  be  assigned  manually  and/or  automatically  to  the  form  fields.  After  filling  

has  started,

The  software  scans  the  table  line  by  line  and  inserts  the  cell  value  into  the  PDF  form.  The  PDF  file  is  

then  opened  with  the  cell  value  also  taken  from  the  table.

the  selected  tabular  data  source  (Excel,  SQL  databases,  etc.).  The

In  short:  BulkPDF  automatically  detects  the  available  data  in

5

saved  under  the  selected  file  name.  You  will  then  receive  a  completed  PDF  form  that  is  ready  to  be  sent.

Introduction

1
Machine Translated by Google



Data  source  support  Various  data  sources  are  supported  (For  example:  Excel,  CSV,  SQL  

databases, ...)

be  reused.

Data  protection  Without  cloud.  Without  uploading  your  data.  In  compliance  with  European  

data  protection  regulations.  Made  in  Germany.

Updates  The  program  is  constantly  being  developed  and  new  features

Brief  overview

Optimize  for  the  future  Once  created,  a  PDF  configuration  can  be  quickly

Easy  to  use  No  expert  knowledge  required,  clear  and  easy  to  use.

Below  is  a  brief  overview  and  a  detailed  list  of  the  program's  functions.

Automation  in  just  a  few  steps

6

equipped.

•  1.  Select  data  source

1.2  Functions

Machine Translated by Google



•  Software  License:  Proprietary

•  LibreOffice /  OpenOffice

GS1-128,  UPC)

7

Additional  features

•  Automatically  fill  out  PDF  forms

•  AcroForm  and  XFA  support

•  No  watermark  (outside  DEMO)

•  2.  Assign  data  to  the  PDF  form  fields,  manually  and/or  automatically

•  PDF  signatures

•  Unlimited  number  of  PDF  files

table

•  Write  protection

•  Data  dependent  file  names

•  Modern,  clear  interface

•  3.  Select  file  name

•  Images  and  hyperlinks

•  Active  development

Create  hundreds  of  PDF  documents  at  once  Create  any  number  of  completed  PDF  documents  at  

once  with  one  click.

•  PDF  file

•  Live  PDF  preview

•  Sign  PDF  files

Barcodes  Various  barcodes  are  supported.  (For  example:  QR,  Data-Matrix,  PDF417,  EAN8,  EAN13,  

Codabar,  Code11,  Code39,  Code93,  Code128[A,B,C],

Detailed  feature  list

•  Microsoft  Excel

Machine Translated by Google



•  Supports  BulkPDF  Business  configuration  files

•  Mac  OS:  No,  but  can  be  used  with  a  virtual  machine  (For  example:

8

•  Pictures

Parallels  Desktop,  VirtualBox)

•  Hyperlink

•  Console  application  (batch  script  integration)

•  Linux:  No,  but  can  be  used  with  a  virtual  machine  (For  example:  Vir-

•  Email  draft  generator

•  Support  for  different  writing  systems  (Unicode)

•  Microsoft  SQL  Server

•  Unidimensional  barcode  (Codabar,  Code11,  Code128A,  Code128,  Code128B,

•  Selection  of  good-looking  fonts  for  different  languages  or

tualBox)

•  MySQL /  MariaDB

Code128C,  Code39,  Code93,  CodeUpc,  Ean13,  Ean8,  GS1Code128)

•  Bidimensional  barcode  (Pdf417,  DataMatrix_Barcode,  QR)

Writing  systems:  In  development.

•  Documentation:  Yes,  but  still  under  development.

•  Dynamic  PDF  file  naming

•  Custom  fonts

•  PDF  compression

•  Can  be  used  without  internet  (offline):  Yes,  after  a  one-time  online  activation.

•  AcroForm

•  XFA:  Yes,  but  some  XFA  documents  may  not  be  supported.

•  Date  formatting

•  Supports  BulkPDF  Freeware  configuration  files

•  Windows

Machine Translated by Google



Mr.  Smith

Mary

the  column  names.  These  should  have  a  clear  and  understandable  name

...

Miller

Model  woman

... ...

...Last  Name  Address

In  order  to  use  the  data  in  the  spreadsheet  file,  a  certain

3.2.9):

...

9

For  another  example,  the  included  sample  spreadsheet  file

Mustermann

...

1.3.2  Data  source  -  spreadsheet  file

For  example,  a  valid  table  could  look  like  this:

Mustermann  Street ...

Furthermore,  there  is  a  separate  data  source  for  reading  in  a  spreadsheet  file,  where  the  

behavior  of  columns  and  rows  is  swapped  so  that,  for  example,  the  following  table  can  also  be  

used  (see  section

Far-Far-Away  Mustermann  Street  Mustermann  Street ...

...

BulkPDF  checks  the  column  names  until  it  finds  an  empty  cell.  Therefore,  for  example,  the  first  

row  in  the  first  column  must  not  be  empty,  otherwise  no

Far-Far-Away

Compatible  with  Windows  7,  Windows  8,  Windows  10  and  Windows  11.

Number  of  rows  in  the  table.  The  program  goes  through  line  by  line  and

Mustermann  Street ...

Last  name  Mueller

......

Bernd

because  they  are  used  in  the  program  to  select  the  desired  data  sets

...

Max

data  source  and  provides  a  useful  way  to  store  data

...

First  name  Bernd

The  first  line  is  always

First  name

only  stops  when  a  row  consists  entirely  of  empty  cells.

Approximately  500  MB  of  storage  space  is  required  for  installation.  The  program  requires  a  one-

time  Internet  connection  for  license  activation.

Model  Woman  Marie

be  considered  (see  2.1.1).

...

Address

It  is  worth  noting  that  the  use  of  Excel  functions  in  the  Excel

1.3.1  Systems

further  data  can  be  found.  The  program  then  determines  the  maximum

...

1.3  Requirements

Machine Translated by Google



.xls

1.3.3  Data  source  -  Microsoft  SQL  Server

ZIP,  CFB+ZIP

BIFF4

3.0

to  process  and  prepare  before  inserting  them  into  the  PDF  form  field

Tables  are  displayed.  One  of  these  tables  can  then  be  selected  to  act  as  a  data  source.  For  

valid  “connection  string”  examples,  see

1.3.4  Data  source  -  Microsoft  Access

CFB 5.0,  95

97,  2000,  XP,  2003

.csv

Option  allows  the  full  functionality  of  T-SQL  on  the  Microsoft  SQL

On  the  one  hand,  you  can  choose  the  option  where  you  simply  select  a  database  file  (.accdb  

or .mdb)  and  then  all  available  tables  for  the  respective  database  are  automatically  displayed.  

From  these  tables,  you  can  then

Functionality  of  SQL  on  the  Microsoft  Access  database  for  the  data  source

10

-

Please  refer  to  section  6.5 .

one  must  be  selected  to  act  as  a  data  source.

OpenXml  2007  and  newer

98,  2001,  vX,  2004  (Mac)

.xls -

to  enter  an  SQL  query  that  will  return  the  desired  data.  This

BIFF2

.xlsb

(All)

The  following  spreadsheet  file  formats  are  supported  by  the  program[7]:

CFB

.xls

On  the  one  hand,  you  can  choose  the  option  where  you  simply  enter  a  “connection  string”  and  

then  automatically  find  all  available

Variants  for  data  acquisition  are  available.

There  are  several  options  available  for  using  data  from  a  Microsoft  Access  server.

2.0,  2.2

ZIP,  CFB

BIFF3

There  are  several  options  available  for  obtaining  data  from  a  Microsoft  SQL  Server.

which  gives  you  the  desired  data.  This  option  allows  the  full

BIFF5

-

Excel  version(s)

4.0

BIFF8

File  Type  Container  Format  File  Format .xlsx  OpenXml  

2007  and  newer

.xls -

Server  for  the  data  source  within  BulkPDF.

within  BulkPDF.

The  second  option  is  the  possibility,  in  addition  to  the  “connection  string”,  simply

The  second  option  is  the  ability  to  enter  an  SQL  query  next  to  the  file,

become.

.xls

CSV
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"Address":  "Far-Far-Away",

"Last_name":  "Doe",

"Table":  [

"Checkbox_Value":  "Yes",

{

"Radio_button_value":  "2",

...

"Last_name":  "Mueller",

]

"Combobox_Value":  "Cake"

"First_name":  "Bernd",

}

},

"Combobox_Value":  "Test"

...

{

{

},

1.3.6  XML

e.g.  readable  in  BulkPDF:

e.g.  readable  in  BulkPDF:

1.3.5  JSON

In  order  to  use  the  data  in  an  XML  file,  the  data  must  be  in  a  specific  format.  The  following  

XML  structure  would  be  in  the  complete  state

In  order  to  use  the  data  in  a  JSON  file,  the  data  must  be  in  a  specific  format.  The  following  

JSON  structure  would  be  in  the  complete  state

In  some  cases  it  may  be  necessary  to  download  and  install  missing  dependencies,  such  

as  the  “Microsoft  Access  Database  Engine  2010  Redistributable  64  Bit  Version”,  see  point  

7.14.
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Please  refer  to  section  6.5.

Server  can  be  used  to  configure  the  data  source  within  BulkPDF.

It  is  not  a  PDF  form  in  the  true  sense,  but  a  PDF

12

eren.

1.3.7  Data  source  -  MySQL /  MariaDB  Server

1.3.8  PDF  form

A  PDF  form  is  a  PDF  file  that  contains  form  elements  in  the  format  of  Acro-

Integrating  data  from  a  MySQL  or  MariaDB  server  into  BulkPDF

can  be  realized  in  several  ways.

Forms  or  XFA.  Such  form  elements  can  be  recognized,  for  example,

One  of  the  possibilities  involves  entering  a  “connection  string”  through

in  Acrobat  Reader,  for  example,  if  you  click  in  a  text  field  and  enter  a  text

If,  on  the  other  hand,  in  Acrobat  Reader  you  have  to  first  drag  the  frame  of  the  text  field  itself  in  order  

to  enter  text,  then

which  automatically  lists  the  available  tables  of  the  associated  database.  A  table  can  then  be  selected  

from  this  list  as  a  data  source.  For  examples  of  valid  “connection  string”  formats,  refer  to

Another  way  is  to  formulate  a  SQL  query  that  provides  the  required  data  in  addition  to  the  connection  

string.  This  method  allows  the  full  range  of  SQL  functions  to  be  used  on  the  MySQL  or  MariaDB.

</root>

<Last_name>Mueller</Last_name>

...

<First_name>Bernd</First_name>

<?xml  version="1.0"  encoding="UTF-8"?>

<Address>Far-Far-Away</Address>

<Combobox_Value>Test</Combobox_Value>

<Radio_button_value>2</Radio_button_value>

<Checkbox_Value>Yes</Checkbox_Value>

<root>

<row>

<row>

<Combobox_Value>Cake</Combobox_Value>

</row>

</row>

<Last_name>Mustermann</Last_name>

...

5

12

3

13

17

6

7

8

9
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1

11

16

15

4
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1.4.1  Text  box

This  subsection  describes  all  field  types  that  can  appear  in  a  PDF  form.  It  also  describes  the  data  that  

BulkPDF  Business  expects  for  the  correct  completion  of  the

For  a  valid  example,  see  the  sample  form  provided  with  the  program  or  Section  2.

A  checkbox  field  can  be  selected  or  deselected.

In  a  real  PDF  form,  all  of  these  form  fields  have  a  name  and  possibly  a  value  or  a  default  value.  To  make  

BulkPDF  easier  to  use,  the  form  field  names  in  the  PDF  file  should  be  descriptive  so  that

Fields.

these  can  be  easily  identified  when  assigning  the  data  in  BulkPDF.

File  that  represents  a  form.  This  representation  is  then  only  a  scanned  image  or  a  form  marked  with  visible  

characters  (e.g.  underlines)  that  can  only  be  filled  out  manually  in  the  printed  version.  Such  documents  

are  only  supported  to  a  very  limited  extent  by  BulkPDF  Business  with  the  additional  "text  box",  "radio  

button"  and  "checkbox"  special  field  types.

all  conceivable  characters  are  supported.

1.4.2  Check  box

13

A  “text  box”  field  contains  a  text  that  can  be  single-line  or  multi-line,  depending  on  the  design.  Furthermore,  the  

font,  font  size  and  write  protection  can  be  set  for  such  a  field.  Based  on  the  selected  font,

The  following  values  can  be  used  to  fill  in  this  field  type:

1.4  Standard  PDF  form  field  types  and  matching  data
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1.4.3  Radio  button

y

whether  via  a  constant  value  or  dynamically  via  a  data  source.  In  the  dynamic  variant,  the  

text  to  be  selected  must  be  as  in  the

no

“X”  Selected  “

A  “Listbox”  is  a  list  field  type  where  one  or  more  values  can  be  selected  from  the  list,  

depending  on  the  PDF  form  settings.

off

true

14

1

false

1.4.4  List  box

1.4.5  Combo  box

Yes

not

Not  selected

sí

A  radio  button  is  actually  a  group  of  selectable  checkbox-like  fields,  but  only  one  of  these  

elements  can  be  selected.

no

yes

PDF  form  must  be  written  out.

The  values  specified  by  the  creator  of  the  PDF  form  can  be  filled  in

on

n

0

x

To  fill  in  this  field  type,  you  must  specify  a  number  that  corresponds  to  the  index  of  the  

element.  In  the  following  example,  "Male"  would  be  the  value  "1",  "Female"  the  value  "2"  

and  "Diverse"  the  value  "3".

”

yes

A  “combo  box”  behaves  largely  like  a  “list  box”  with  the  difference  that  this  field  type  is  

intended  to  allow  you  to  enter  your  own  non-predefined
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1.5  BulkPDF  Business  special  field  types  and  matching  data

A  file  attachment  has  a  path  to  a  file  on  the  system  as  a  value.  The  description  of  the  

file  is  the  file  name  and  the  MIME  type  is  automatically  determined  based  on  the  file  

extension.

1.5.2  Image

In  addition  to  a  position  and  the  desired  size,  an  image  requires  a  file  path  as  a  value.  

The  following  file  types  are  supported:

1.5.4  Additional  buttons  for  filling  out  scanned  forms

1.  BMP

If  it  is  not  a  PDF  form  in  the  true  sense,  but

values,  can  use.

2.JPEG

to  create  a  PDF  that  only  contains  images  of  forms,  there  is  no

4.  PNG

3.  GIF

Ability  to  edit  the  form  fields  as  you  would  with  a  real  PDF

over  it  and  of  course  fill  it  with  data.  The  form  fields  shown  in  the  PDF  file  can  be  visually  

overlaid  by  using  the  following

1.5.1  Hyperlink

5.  TIFF

form  field.  In  BulkPDF  Business,  however,  you  can  add  additional  fields

A  hyperlink  consists  of  two  components,  the  text  and  the  URL  to  which  it  is  to  be  linked.  

Both  values  must  be  specified  next  to  the  position  of  the  field.

6.  ICO  &  ICON

15

You  can  also  set  a  font  for  a  hyperlink.

1.5.3  File  attachment
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The  field  is  a  single  radio  button,  so  if  you  want  to  have  a  group  of  elements,  you  need  to  

add  several  of  these  special  field  types.

1.5.7  Additional  “Checkbox  button”

An  additional  "Checkbox  button"  corresponds  to  a  "Checkbox  button"  that  is  read-only  and  can  be  

added  to  the  PDF  document  using  BulkPDF  without  the  actual  "Checkbox  button"  field  

being  present  in  the  PDF  document.  In  addition  to  the  normal  necessary  settings,  the  

position  and  size  of  the  field  are  also  required.

The  more  precisely  explained  “Textbox”,  “Radio  button”  and  “Checkbox  button”  are  placed  appropriately  

above  it.

1.5.8  Barcodes

1.5.5  Additional  “text  box”

Barcode  fields  can  be  generated  dynamically  based  on  the  data  for  each  individual  PDF  form  

and  are  inserted  as  an  image  at  the  corresponding  selected  position  in  the  form.  The  

following  is  a  list  of  the  two  barcode  groups  with  all  supported  barcode  types:

Bidimensional  Barcode

An  additional  "text  box"  corresponds  to  a  "text  box"  that  is  read-only  and  can  be  added  to  

the  PDF  document  using  BulkPDF  without  the  presence  of  an  actual  "text  box"  field  in  the  

PDF  document.  In  addition  to  the  normal  necessary  settings,  the  position  and  size  of  the  

field  are  also  required.

1.  PDF417:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PDF417

1.5.6  Additional  radio  button

2.  DataMatrix:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data_Matrix

An  additional  "radio  button"  corresponds  to  a  "radio  button"  that  is  read-only  and  can  be  

added  to  the  PDF  document  using  BulkPDF  without  the  presence  of  an  actual  "text  box"  field.  

In  addition  to  the  normal  necessary  settings,  the  position  and  size  of  the  field  are  also  

required.

3.  QR:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QR_code
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6.  CodeUpc:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Product_Code

4.  Code39:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Code_39

Number

8.  GS1Code128:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GS1-128

5.  Code93:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Code_93

3.  Code128,  Code128A,  Code128B ,  Code128C:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Code_128

Below  you  will  find  information  regarding  installation  types  and  licensing  types.

1.  Codabar:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Codabar

7.  Ean8,  Ean13:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Article_

2.  Code11:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Code_11

Unidimensional  Barcode

17

1.6.1  Graphical  installation

The  necessary  steps  for  installation  as  screenshots:

1.6  Installation  &  Licensing
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in  the  %appdata%\BulkPDF  folder  or  in  the  installation  path  on  the  system.

This  is  a  multi-user  license.  Depending  on  the  activation  type,  this  is

This  is  not  possible  for  single-user  licenses,  as  the  "LicenseConfirmation"

or  copied  into  the  installation  path  on  the  system.  This  "LicenseConfirmation"  

can  be  activated  on  any  system  via  the  activation  in  the  program  or  via

the  "BulkPDF  Business  Terminal  Licensor"  as  long  as  it  is

For  licensing,  copy  a  "LicenseConfirmation"  into  the  %appdata%\BulkPDF  folder

The  parameter  "/S"  allows  an  unattended  installation.  If  the  installation  path  

should  be  specified,  this  can  be  done  using  the  parameter /D=C:\NewInstallDir\

\ .  For  this  type  of  installation,

executing  system.

18

contains  a  fixed  hardware  ID  and  is  checked  at  startup  whether  this  still  matches  the

1.7  Unattended  installation  (Silent  installation)
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(See  chapter  3.1.2)

Normal  licensing  is  done  via  the  program  on  the  home  page.

1.7.1  Licensing

To  license  a  terminal  server,  the  "BulkPDF-Business-Terminal-Licensor.exe"  located  

in  the  installation  folder  must  be  called  with  elevated  rights.  After  entering  and  

activating  a  valid  multi-user/terminal  server  license  key,  this  application  creates  a  

license  file  in  the  installation  folder  itself.  This  license  file  is  later  used  by  BulkPDF  

Business  for  license  verification  for  the  terminal  server  users.

19

1.7.2  Multi-user /  Terminal  Server  Licenses
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The  example  files  consist  of  the  configuration  “ProcessExample.BulkPDF”,

from  the  data  source  “ProcessExample.xlsx”  and  the  PDF  form  “ProcessEx-ample.pdf”,  

which  can  be  found  in  the  installation  folder  (“C:\Program  Files\BulkPDF  Business”,

provided  the  installation  path  was  not  changed  during  installation).

20

Software.

2.1.1  Example  files  in  detail

When  starting  the  program,  the  example  files  can  be  loaded  via  the  information  text  on  

the  first  page  of  the  program.  The  example  files  can  also  be  loaded  directly  (see  section  

2.1.1).

The  following  application  scenarios  describe  an  example  use  of  the

BulkPDF  Business  Configuration:  “ProcessExample.BulkPDF”  This  BulkPDF  

Business  configuration  file  contains  all  the  information  that  was  used  in  a  previous

session  as  well  as  references  to  the  individual  files,  such  as  data  source  

(“ProcessExample.xlsx”)  and  PDF  form  (“ProcessExample.pdf”).  These

2.1  Supplied  sample  files

(Step  by

Application  scenarios

Step  explanation)

2
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The  spreadsheet  file  consists  of  tables.  The  table  “Table1  (Customer-

21

Data  source  (Excel  file):  “ProcessExample.xlsx”

The  configuration  can  be  loaded  again  and  again  to  avoid  having  to  make  all  the  settings  

again  and  again.  This  file  is  encoded  in  JSON  format[5],  is  reasonably  readable  for  humans  

and  can  be  edited  manually  with  any  text  editor  if  necessary,  which  can  be  particularly  

necessary  when  manually  adjusting  file  paths.

PDF  form:  “ProcessExample.pdf”

The  sample  PDF  form  contains  all  standard  PDF  form  elements  so  that  you  can  fill  them  out  

once  when  testing  the  program.

data)”  which  is  selected  in  the  example  configuration  and  the  table  “Table  2  (creditworthiness)”.
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Home

Following  a  brief  description  of  the  steps  taken,  the  sample  PDF  form  is  filled  out  with  the  

data  from  the  sample  spreadsheet  file.

2.1.2  Filling  out  the  sample  PDF  form

22

After  starting  the  program,  the  “home  page”  of  the  program  opens.  This  offers  a  short  

welcome  text,  a  reference  to  this  documentation,  the
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Clicking  the  “Next”  button  in  the  bottom  right  corner  takes  you  to  the  “Data  Source”  

page.

Data  source  

In  this  step,  the  data  source  type  “Excel”  is  first  selected  and  then  the  Excel  file  

itself.

Loading  the  example  configuration  and  a  link  to  the  feedback  page.

23
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Clicking  on  “Next”  again  takes  you  to  the  page  for  the  “PDF

Only  the  data  that  is  in  the  correct  format  for  BulkPDF  and  was  found  is  displayed.

Once  the  Excel  file  has  been  loaded,  you  can  select  one  of  the  tables  it  contains.  A  

preview  of  the  data  in  that  table  will  then  be  displayed.

25

Form".
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After  a  PDF  file  has  been  selected,  a  collection  of  general  data  about  the  file,  a  

PDF  preview  and  the  table  for  assigning  the  data  from  the  “data  source”  to  the  

individual  fields  of  the  PDF  form  appear.

On  this  page  you  must  first  select  a  PDF  form  file.

PDF  form

26
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After  closing  the  editing  window,  the  preview  now  shows  that  the  first  row  of  the  data  

source  was  used  for  demonstration  purposes  to  fill  out  the  form  as  an  example  and  that  

“Last  Name”  now  contains  the  value  of  the  first  row  of  the  “Last  Name  (Textbox)”  column  

from  the  data  source.

Here,  the  “Last  Name”  field  was  opened  using  the  “Edit”  button  and  the  data  was  

assigned  to  the  “Last  Name  (Textbox)”  column  from  the  data  source.

27
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Subsequently,  all  other  fields  were  also  assigned  the  appropriate  columns  as  data  

sources.

After  the  data  has  been  assigned  to  the  fields,  the  final  setting  step  can  be  reached  by  

clicking  on  the  “Next”  button.
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to  the  file  name  generator.  Whenever  you  change  these  formatting  elements,  you  will  

immediately  see  in  the  preview  below,  based  on  the  first  three  file  names,  what  exactly  

the  change  will  do.

In  this  step,  the  file  name  can  be  composed  by  including  formatting  elements  such  as  data  from  a  

column  in  the  data  source,  date/time,  etc.

Options

selected  in  which  all  the  files  created  in  the  same  way  will  be  located.

29

In  addition  to  a  good  looking  file  name,  the  output  directory  was  also
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By  clicking  on  the  “Finish”  button  at  the  bottom  right,  the  filling  process  begins.

Completion  

This  step  no  longer  offers  any  setting  options  but  only  serves  as  an  overview  of  the  

settings  made.

Click  on  “Next”  to  go  to  the  final  step.

30

Machine Translated by Google



The  configuration  you  have  made  should  be  saved  at  the  end  so  that  you  can  quickly  access  it  again  in  

the  future  without  having  to  set  anything  again.

After  all  files  have  been  created,  the  output  folder  with  the  created  files  opens  automatically.

Process.

31
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but  as  a  reference  work  for  unknown  or  unclear  functions  within

of  the  program.  This  chapter  can  also  provide  an  overview  of  the  functionality  of  

the  application  in  general.  To  get  started  with  the  application  itself,  please  refer  

to  Chapter  2 .

This  chapter  is  not  intended  as  a  “step-by-step”  guide  to  application,

The  following  describes  all  the  elements  in  each  window  in  the  application.

On  the  home  page  you  will  find  basic  settings,  software  license

related,  update  functionality  and  information  regarding  the  program.

32

3.1  Home

User  interface  in

Details  (GUI)

3
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E
F G

B

D

C

A

H

B  License:  In  this  element  group  you  can  find  the  current  status  of  the  license,  its  expiration  

date  and  a  button  to  activate  a  license  (see

Contains  bugs  but  offers  the  latest  features.

33

The  status  of  the  license  is  shown  with  a  check  mark  after  a  successful  license  activation  

and  verification.  If  a  cross  is  displayed  instead  of

of  the  check  mark  is  displayed,  no  license  is  active  or  no  valid  license  is  available.

3.1.1  Overview

the.

The  currently  active  page  is  highlighted  by  a  dark  blue  background.

A  Page  title:  In  this  bar  you  can  find  all  the  pages  of  the  application.  The

C  Software  version:  This  is  the  currently  installed  software  version,  the  latest

There  is  also  a  button  for  selecting  the  update  channel.  In

All  other  pages  are  displayed  with  a  light  blue  background.  (The

available  version  and  a  button  to  update  the  software.

The  “Stable”  channel  contains  the  latest  tested  version,  while  the

Bar  can  also  be  used  for  quick  navigation  by  clicking  on  the  individual

page  title  is  clicked.)

“Beta”  channel  is  the  latest  version,  which  may  contain  unknown
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B

A

C

E  Page  panel:  This  is  where  the  documentation  window  (see  chapter  3.7.2)  as  well  as  legal  

information,  such  as  software  license  texts,  can  be  accessed.

34

F  Support:  This  button  opens  the  support  window  (see  chapter  3.7.1).

D  Options:  This  element  group  currently  only  offers  the  selection  of  the  desired  program  

language.

H  Navigation  buttons:  This  area  contains  buttons  for  moving  forward  or  backward  one  

page  in  the  program.  In  the  last  step,  the  "Next"  button  becomes  "Finish",  which  finally  

creates  the  PDF  files  (see  completion  page  3.5).

3.1.2  License  activation

G  Configuration:  In  the  element  group,  the  current  configuration  (everything  that  has  been  

loaded,  set  and  changed  since  the  beginning  of  the  program  session)  can  be  saved  or  an  

old,  already  created  configuration  can  be  reloaded.  (See  3.1.3  for  more  information)
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B

A

C

C  The  current  BulkPDF  configuration  can  be  saved  here.

A  A  previously  saved  BulkPDF  configuration.

3.1.3  Configuration:  Save  &  Load

35

B  License  information:  This  is  where  you  will  find  the  information  about  the  

program  key  that  was  loaded  using  the  “Check”  button.

B  File  name  and  file  extension  of  the  BulkPDF  configuration.

C  Activate  license:  If  the  license  exists,  is  valid  and  has  not  yet  expired,  this  

button  can  be  pressed  to  create  an  encrypted  license  file  on  the  system,  which  

from  now  on  verifies,  even  offline,  that  all  paid  functions  within  the  program  can  

be  used.

A  Software  license:  The  software  license  code  is  entered  here  (e.g.  F0-OB-

EX-55).  After  entering  the  code,  the  "Check"  button  must  be  pressed  so  that  the  

validity  can  be  checked  by  the  license  server  and  the  expiration  date  of  the  

program  key  can  be  displayed.
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3.2  Data  sources

In  this  step,  you  will  be  asked  to  select  a  data  source,  such  as  Excel,  Microsoft  SQL  

Server,  etc.  Each  data  source  type  has  its  own  setting  options  and  points  that  must  be  

observed.  This  section  and  the  individual  data  source  types  are  discussed  below.

36

3.2.1  Overview

Encryption  If  passwords  for  signatures  or  data  connections  are  to  be  saved  with  the  

configuration,  this  configuration  should  be  saved  encrypted.  For  this  purpose,  the  file  

extension  ".BulkPDFEncrypted"  can  be  selected  when  saving  a  configuration,  which  

then  creates  the  file  encrypted  after  entering  a  password.  When  loading  a  

".BulkPDFEncrypted"  configuration,  the  password  is  requested  again  to  load  it.

A  This  button  allows  you  to  select  one  of  the  currently  supported  data  source  types,  

such  as  Excel,  Microsoft  SQL  Server,  etc.

A
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A
B

B  Here  one  of  the  tables  contained  in  the  spreadsheet  file  must  be  selected.

spreadsheet  file  can  be  used  simultaneously.

A  A  spreadsheet  file  can  be  loaded  here.  For  further  information  on  which  file  formats  are  supported,  

see  chapter  1.3.2.

3.2.2  Excel /  spreadsheet  files

Only  data  from  one  table  can  be  selected  in  a

37

Machine Translated by Google



C  Spreadsheet  data  preview:  The  first  1000

recognized  rows  of  the  spreadsheet  file  are  displayed  to  check  whether  the  file  was  loaded  as  intended  

and  the  data  was  recognized.

B  Data  preview:  The  number  of  rows  and  columns  found  are  displayed  in  the  element  group.  A  list  of  

the  columns  found,  which  can  be  used  in  the  next  steps  for  data  selection,  is  also  shown  for  an  overview  

and  to  check  that  the  file  is  loading  correctly.

A  Spreadsheet:  You  can  see  a  selected  xlsx  file  and  the  selected  table  “Table1”.

38

B

A

C
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B

the.
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A  Connection  string:  The  “Connection  string”  is  displayed  here  with  the  example  

“Server=SERVERADDRESS;Database=BulkPDFBusinessTest;Trusted_Connection=True;”.  For  

this  data  source,  the  “Database”  section  in  the  “Connection  string”  is  important  because  only  

the  tables  from  this  selected  database  are  listed.

3.2.3  Microsoft  SQL  Server

B  Selection  of  the  table  from  the  database  selected  in  the  “Connection  string”.  Only  data  

from  one  table  can  be  used  at  a  time  in  the  program  with  this  data  source.
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C  At  this  point,  the  first  1000  recognized  rows  of  the  SQL  table  are  displayed  in  order  to  check  whether  it  

was  loaded  as  desired  and  the  data  was  recognized.

40

B  The  number  of  rows  and  columns  found  are  displayed  in  the  element  group.  A  list  of  the  columns  

found,  which  can  be  used  in  the  next  steps  for  data  selection,  is  also  shown  for  an  overview  and  to  check  

that  the  file  is  loaded  correctly.

A  You  can  see  the  “Connection  string”  and  the  selected  table  “Example”.

B

A

C
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B

B

A

A

D

C

A  The  “Connection  string”  is  specified  here.

B  The  SQL  query  is  written  here.

3.2.4  Microsoft  SQL  Server  Custom  Query

41
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A

B  Here  you  can  see  the  SQL  query.

42

C  The  number  of  rows  and  columns  found  are  displayed  in  the  element  group.  A  list  of  

the  columns  found,  which  can  be  used  in  the  next  steps  for  data  selection,  is  also  

shown  for  an  overview  and  to  check  that  the  file  is  loaded  correctly.

A  Connection  string:  The  “Connection  string”  is  displayed  here  with  the  example  

“Server=SERVERADDRESS;Database=BulkPDFBusinessTest;Trusted_Connection=True;”.  For  this  data  source,  

the  “Database”  section  in  the  “Connection  string”  is  important  because  only  the  tables  from  this  selected  

database  are  listed.

3.2.5  Microsoft  Access

A  A  Microsoft  Access  database  file  can  be  loaded  here.

D  At  this  point,  the  first  1000  recognized  lines  of  the  SQL  query  are  displayed  to  check  whether  the  file  was  

loaded  as  desired  and  the  data  was  recognized.
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B

A

C

A  You  can  see  the  selected  Microsoft  Access  database  file  and  the  selected  table  “Table  1  (customer  

data)”.

B  The  element  group  displays  the  number  of  rows  and  columns  found.  A  list  of  the  columns  found,  which  

can  be  used  in  the  next  steps  for  data  selection,  is  also  shown  for  an  overview  and  to  check  that  the  file  is  

loading  correctly.

Only  data  from  one  table  can  be  used  at  a  time  in  the  program  with  this  data  source.

B  Selecting  the  table  from  the  selected  Microsoft  Access  database  file.

43

C  At  this  point,  the  first  1000  recognized  rows  of  the  table  are  displayed  to  check  whether  it  was  loaded  as  

desired  and  the  data  was  recognized.
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A

B

B

A

D

C

A  A  Microsoft  Access  database  file  can  be  loaded  here.

B  The  SQL  query  is  written  here.

3.2.6  Microsoft  Access  Custom  Query

44
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A

were  recognized.

3.2.7  JSON

D  At  this  point,  the  first  1000  recognized  lines  of  the  SQL  query  are  displayed  to  

check  whether  the  file  was  loaded  as  desired  and  the  data

45

B  Here  you  can  see  the  SQL  query.

A  A  JSON  file  can  be  loaded  here.

C  The  number  of  rows  and  columns  found  are  displayed  in  the  element  group.  A  

list  of  the  columns  found,  which  can  be  used  in  the  next  steps  for  data  selection,  

is  also  shown  for  an  overview  and  to  check  that  the  file  is  loaded  correctly.

A  The  selected  Microsoft  Access  database  file  is  visible.
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B  Data  preview:  The  number  of  rows  and  columns  found  are  displayed  in  the  element  group.  A  list  of  the  

columns  found,  which  can  be  used  in  the  next  steps  for  data  selection,  is  also  shown  for  an  overview  and  

to  check  that  the  file  is  loading  correctly.

file  to  check  whether  the  file  was  loaded  as  intended  and  the  data  was  recognized.

C  Data  preview:  The  first  1000  recognized  lines  of  the

A  File:  Shows  a  selected  JSON  file.'
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B

A

C
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A

B

A

C

A  File:  Shows  a  selected  XML  file.'

A  An  XML  file  can  be  loaded  here.

3.2.8  XML

47
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Mary

...

48

and  the  data  was  recognized.

...

3.2.9  Spreadsheet /  Excel  (Swapped  columns  and  rows)

Last  name  Mueller

...

This  data  source  type  behaves  similarly  to  the  normal  "spreadsheet

Model  woman

B  Data  preview:  In  the  element  group,  the  number  of  found

/  Excel"  data  source  types  (see  section  3.2.2)  with  the  difference  that

Address

3.2.10  MySQL/MariaDB  Server

rows  and  columns  found  are  displayed.  A  list  of  the  found

Loading  the  columns  and  rows  are  swapped.  This  behavior  can  be  used,  for  example,

A  spreadsheet  file  must  be  loaded  that  has  the  following  structure:

Far-Far-Away  Mustermann  Street  Mustermann  Street ...

Columns  that  can  be  used  in  the  next  steps  for  data  selection  are  shown  for  an  overview  

and  to  check  that  the  file  is  loading  correctly.

Max ...

C  Data  preview:  The  first  1000  recognized  lines  of  the

Mustermann ...

...

File  is  displayed  to  check  whether  the  file  was  loaded  as  desired

First  name  Bernd

...

A
B
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database.  Please  note  that  only  data  from  a  single  table  can  be  used  at  the  same  time  

within  this  data  source.

B  This  area  shows  the  number  of  identified  rows  and  columns.  In  addition,  a  list  of  the  

recognized  columns  is  provided,  which  can  be  used  in  the  next  steps  for  data  selection.

B  Here  the  selection  of  the  table  from  the  specified  in  the  “Connection  string”  takes  place.

C  This  section  displays  the  first  1000  rows  of  the  SQL  table.

The  "Database"  section  in  the  "Connection  string"  is  of  particular  importance,  as  only  the  tables  of  the  

specified  database  are  listed.

A  Here  you  can  see  the  entered  “Connection  string”  and  the  selected  table  “Ex-ample”.

,Server=SERVER  ADDRESS;Database=BulkPDFBusinessTest;User  Id=myUsername;Password=myPass

A  Connection  string:  At  this  point  the  “Connection  string”  with  the  example

This  allows  you  to  check  whether  the  table  has  been  loaded  correctly  and  the

Data  was  adequately  recognized.
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C

A

B
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B  The  SQL  query  is  formulated  here.

A  The  “Connection  string”  is  entered  here.

3.2.11  MySQL/MariaDB  Server  Custom  Query

50

A

B

B

A

D

C
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This  is  to  check  whether  the  query  was  loaded  as  intended  and

the  data  has  been  correctly  identified.

D  This  area  displays  the  first  1000  lines  of  the  SQL  query.

B  Here  you  can  see  the  formulated  SQL  query.

In  this  step,  the  data  from  the  data  source  is  assigned  to  the  fields  of  the  PDF  form.  This  is  supported  by  a  

live  preview  of  the  PDF  with  the  data  from  the  first  line  of  the  data  source.  Furthermore,  special  fields  such  

as  QR  codes,  barcodes,  hyperlinks,  images,  etc.  can  be  added  to  the  PDF  document.

C  This  section  displays  the  number  of  rows  and  columns  found.  A  list  of  the  recognized  columns  is  also  

visible,  which  can  be  used  in  subsequent  steps  when  selecting  data.

A  Connection  string:  At  this  point,  the  "Connection  string"  can  be  viewed  with  the  

example ,Server=SERVERADDRESS;Database=BulkPDFBusinessTest;User  Id=myUsername;Password=myPass.  For  this  data  

source,  the  "Database"  section  in  the  "Connection  string"  is  important  because  only  the  tables  from  this  

selected  database  are  listed.
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the.

3.3  PDF  form
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A  PDF  file  selection:  In  this  element  group,  the  PDF  form  to  be  filled  out  can  be  

selected.

3.3.1  Overview

52
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B

A

A

D
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Even  with  the  form  fields  that  are  already  included  in  the  document,  it  is  possible

you  can  see  which  field  is  hidden  behind  the  cryptic  name.

(For  more  information  on  PDF  preview,  see  section  3.3.2.)

to  dynamically  assign  data  from  the  data  source  to  the  added  special  fields.

C  Assignment  of  PDF  form  field:  This  table  lists  all  form  fields  found  in  the  PDF  form.  

The  order  depends  on  the  order  in  which  the  author  last  edited  the  form  fields

(See  section  3.3.14  for  more  information .)

A  This  element  group  shows  the  "number  of  usable  PDF  form  fields  found",  the  document  

type  or  document  format  (AcroForm  or  XFA),  the  creation  date  and  the  modification  date.  

The  creation  date  and  modification  date  are  only  displayed  if  they  could  be  determined.

which  in  most  cases  corresponds  to  the  vertical  order  of  the  fields  in  the  PDF  itself

53

B  PDF  Preview:  The  group  of  elements  contains  the  preview  of  the  PDF  form.

corresponds,  but  this  does  not  always  have  to  be  the  case.  The  individual  lines  can  be

the  data  assignment  of  the  fields  can  be  changed.  (For  more  information,  see

Any  change  to  the  assignment  of  data  to  the  PDF  will  be  reflected  here  with  the  first

for  this  element  group  see  section  3.3.3.)

row  of  the  data  source  to  provide  a  better  understanding  of  the

D  Additional  special  fields:  In  this  element  group,  special  fields  such  as

Changes.  Likewise,  the  Functionality  group  to  highlight  form  fields  that  may  have  been  

poorly  named  by  the  author  of  the  PDF  form,  so  that

Barcodes,  hyperlinks,  images,  etc.,  can  be  added  to  the  document.  How
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C

field  in  color.  This  function  is  especially  useful  if  the  author

the  preview  or  the  preview  PDF  can  be  opened  in  the  standard  PDF  viewer  stored  in  Windows  (for  

changing  the  standard  PDF  viewer,  see  section  7.11).  The  element  group  also  offers  a  function  to  

open  a  form  field  after  selecting  its  name.

of  the  PDF  form,  the  form  fields  were  not  clearly  named  and  only  names  such  as  “Text  Field  1”  were  

given  instead  of,  for  example,  “Customer  Address”.

C  This  is  where  the  preview  PDF  itself  is  located.  Any  changes  to  this  preview

A  At  this  point,  the  automatic  update  of  the  PDF  preview  can  be  disabled

Computer  performance  appears  necessary.  Furthermore,  the  update  can  be  manually

Changes  to  the  data  assignment  can  be  deactivated  if  this  is  necessary  for  reasons  of

3.3.2  PDF  preview

are  temporary  and  will  be  discarded  the  next  time  the  preview  is  updated.  If  you  really  want  to  save  

the  preview,  you  can  do  so  by  clicking

B  Here  you  will  find  functions  for  the  PDF  preview,  such  as  zoom,  a  search

the  button  “Open  in  system  PDF  viewer”.  Depending  on  the  standard  PDF  viewer  stored  in  your  

operating  system,  you  can  permanently  save  the  PDF  preview  on  your  system.
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